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Greetings from North City 
We can hardly believe how the fall season has flown by and how much growth we’ve seen here 
within the North City Kindergarten community. Our pumpkin patch field trips were a fun, memorable 
way to learn more about the land, connect outside of the school walls, and create lasting memories 
for your children. Thank you to those who were able to chaperone! 
 
Reflecting on last week’s parent/teacher conferences, it was wonderful to reconnect with parents 
and guardians to discuss your children’s progress and your goals for them as the year continues. 
 
Thank you all for adding to the richness of our North City Kindergarten community. 
 
Upcoming Early Release and 
Holidays 
Please remember that Wednesday, November 13 is not early dismissal. 
School will get out at 3:00 pm. 

Early Release Wednesdays  
1:20 pm dismissal 

Half Day Release  
11:15 am dismissal 

November 20 
December 4 
December 11 

November 27 
 
No School 

December 18 November 28-29 
 December 23 – January 3 
 
Winter Break care is available through the Shoreline Children’s Center for 
December 26, 27, 30, and Jan 2 and 3. Cost is $52/day for elementary-
aged students, and care is at Meridian Park Elementary School. If you’re 
interested in registering your student for any of these days, you can pick 
up a form in our office or at the Edwin Pratt Early Learning Center. Limited 
space is available, and registration is due by December 6. 
 

Lost & Found Labeling 
While our lost and found is much less full following conference week, we’d like to remind you to label your 
student’s sweatshirts and jackets with their first name and last initial. From time to time, we do go through the 
items and try to match them up with students, and this will help us reunite things with their shivering owners. 
 

DR. ROSA CABRERA, PRINCIPAL NOVEMBER 2019 

School Newsletter 
North City Kindergarten Program 

Look Inside! 
 

Lunch Menu 
Changes 

 
Picture Retakes 

 
Bus Safety 

 
Highly Capable 

Testing 
 

Events at 
Neighborhood 

Schools 



North City Kindergarten November 2019 Newsletter  2 

North City November Notes 
CAR PICKUP LANE REMINDER 
For those who drive up to pick up students after school, we’d like to remind you that drivers need to 
stay in their cars and pull up to one of our four numbered spaces, where your child will be called to 
get into your vehicle. Getting out to retrieve your child is a safety risk for you and the student, and 
confuses the process. If you’d like to switch to walking pickup (where you park your car and meet 
your child out front), simply contact the front office, and we’ll make a new backpack tag and update 
school and classroom records of your child’s dismissal method. 
 
CEE SURVEY 
Please follow the link to take the brief district survey (English and Spanish). You will be asked to 
identify your school and about your experience of how we are meeting your child's educational 
needs. These surveys were available in paper during parent/teacher conferences, so if you’ve 
already completed one, there’s no need to do this again.  Your voice matters!  
 
LUNCH MENU CHANGES IN DECEMBER  
Check out our new lunch menu items starting in December 2019. We are adding some new lunch 
menu items that include: Mandarin Orange Chicken over Brown Rice, BBQ Chicken Drumsticks with 
Whole Grain Garlic Breadstick, and Homemade Turkey Gravy over Mashed Potatoes with Whole 
Wheat Dinner Roll. Vegetarian Protein Packs will continue to be offered daily. Check out all the new 
changes by visiting the Nutrition Services Menu web page at 
https://www.shorelineschools.org/menus and click on menus listed under “North City Kindergarten.”  
 
PICTURE RETAKE DAY 
Tuesday, November 19, is retake day for North City Kindergarten. If your child was absent on the 
first date, their photo will be taken for school records, and you may also send in an photo order 
packet. If your child was present on the first date but you didn’t order prints, or if you’d like them 
retaken, contact your teacher for a new order packet and to make sure they send your child down 
for a photo on this date. 
 
NOVEMBER FOOD DRIVE 
Every year, Shoreline PTAs coordinate a food drive to benefit local families in need during the holiday 
season. Each school collects a popular item for the baskets, and ours is canned soup. Our entryway and 
each classroom will soon have a collection box to receive any donations you’re able to contribute. 
If you plan to make a large donation of food, please contact Erin McDermott in advance to coordinate 
delivery: erinleighmcdermott@gmail.com 
 

 

From Mrs. Graika, PE Teacher 
Hi, families!  
Here is a little update on what we have going on in P.E. for the next few weeks! 
We are starting the throwing and catching unit. Beginnings with an underhand 
toss and overhand throw.  Students will be learning different catching skills as 
well.  We will be playing lots of fun games incorporating throwing and catching! 
Excited to see your student grow and learn new skills in P.E. 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Graika 
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Bus Safety 101 
As the year carries on, we continue to reinforce and demonstrate safe and appropriate behaviors across the 
school building. The school bus also has a clear set of rules we’ve communicated to your students, and it 
would help to remind bus riders of these at home as well. 
 
Here are the bus rules: 

1. Students are expected to stay seated until they reach their final destination 
a. Students should not be in the aisles, standing up, switching seats, or blocking the aisles 

with their legs/feet/arms 
2. Students are expected to listen to bus driver directions the first time they are given and 

comply quickly when redirected 
3. Students are expected to keep their hands/feet to themselves 
4. Students are expected to be kind, respectful, responsible, and safe on the bus 
5. Students are expected to keep their voice levels at a 2 or 3 while on the bus 

 
 

Highly Capable Testing Kindergarten FAQ 
 
What dates will my child be tested? 
The window for highly capable (HiCap) Screening for kindergarten students is December 2-20, 
2019. Each kindergarten teacher will set their own testing date/time within that window. If you’d like 
to know what date your child will be tested, please contact their teacher. 
 
Why is my child tested? 
Shoreline screens all kindergarten students for HiCap service eligibility unless parents opt out of the 
assessment. State law requires that we identify and serve students beginning in kindergarten. 
Shoreline has determined that screening all kindergarteners, during the regular school day, by the 
regular classroom teacher is one way to ensure equitable identification of students. 
 
When and how will I know the results? 
Results will be mailed home to families via U.S. mail using the address on file with Shoreline on 
January 17, 2020. 
 
If my child qualifies for highly capable, what happens next? 
Students that are identified for HiCap services in kindergarten are invited to participate in the HiCap 
Talent Development Program in Kindergarten and First grade. For more information on this 
program, check out our website at: https://www.shorelineschools.org/Page/6665 
 
Is there anything I should do to prepare my child for this testing? 
Students do not need to prepare for the testing, but we do encourage a good night’s rest and avoid 
planned absences on the day the teacher has set aside for testing. 
 
What if I don’t want my child to be tested? 
An opt-out form was sent home by your child’s teacher in recent weeks. If you didn’t receive this 
form or need another copy, please contact the North City office. 
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Language Line / Personal Interpreter 
Do you or someone you know need an interpreter in order to talk to the school? 
Call the school at 206-393-1419. 
Say “interpreter” and say the language you need.  
The school will contact Language Line and the interpreter will call you. 
 
Usted o alguien que usted conoce necesita un intérprete para hablar con la escuela? 
Llame a la escuela al 206-393-1419. 
Diga "intérprete" y diga el idioma que necesita.  
La escuela se comunicará con Language Line y el intérprete lo llamará. 
 
본인 또는 주변 지인이 학교와 소통을 하기 위해 한국어 통역이 필요하십니까? 
이 번호로 학교에 연락하십시오: 206-393-1419. 
“인터프레터” 라고 말씀하신뒤 필요하신 언어를 말씀하세요: “코리언.” 
학교에서 Language Line (통역회사)을 이용해서 통역사가 연락을 드릴겁니다. 
 
ትምህርት ቤቱን ለማነጋገር እርስዎ ወይም እርስዎ የሚያውቁት ሰው አስተርጓሚ ይፈልጋሉ? 
ለት / ቤቱ በ 206-393-1419 ይደውሉ ፡፡ 
“አስተርጓሚ” ይበሉ እና የሚፈልጉትን ቋንቋ ይናገሩ ፡፡ 
ትምህርት ቤቱ የቋንቋ መስመሩን ያነጋግርና አስተርጓሚው ይደውልልዎታል። 
 
 

Neighborhood School PTA Events & Involvement 
 
Briarcrest 
Saturday Morning Meet-up 
Saturday, Nov. 16, 10 am - noon 
Briarcrest Elementary School cafeteria/gym 
Light breakfast/snacks and beverages. Board games, crafts, and fun for children of all ages! A great 
opportunity to connect with your neighborhood school in a relaxed setting. 
PTA Meeting 
Monday, Nov. 15, 6-7:30 pm 
Briarcrest Elementary School library 
Free childcare provided by the YMCA in the cafeteria 
Briarcrest Bulldog Bazaar 
Sunday, Dec. 1, 10 am - 4 pm 
Briarcrest Elementary School 

• Handcrafted items by local artists and students 
• Food and beverage trucks 
• Face painting 
• Spiritwear screenprinted while you wait! 
• Free admission--open to the public 

Bingo/Karaoke Fundraiser 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 6:15 - 8:30 pm (ages 21+) 
Lake City Community Center 
Meet other Briarcrest parents at this fun, much-anticipated event. 
Skate Night 
Monday, Dec. 9, 6-8:00 pm 
Lynnwood Bowl & Skate 
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Echo Lake 
The Lion King 
Come see Echo Lake Students perform this beloved musical: 
Friday, Nov. 22 at 7 pm 
Saturday, Nov. 23 at 2 pm 
Shoreline Auditorium, 18560 1st Ave NE, Shoreline 98155 
Tickets available here ($5-$12/ticket): https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4417755 
brought to you by Echo Lake Elementary School & Dandylyon Drama 
 
Lake Forest Park 
PTA General Meeting and Special Guest Speaker 
Monday, Nov. 18, 6:30-8:00 pm 
Lake Forest Park Elementary School 
Join us for our next PTA meeting followed by a presentation from Stefanie Thomas on social media 
safety, including an overview of social media sites that are popular with tweens and teens plus steps 
we can take to monitor our students’ online presence and keep them safe. Stefanie Thomas is an 
internet safety expert that has worked with law enforcement for the past decade regarding the 
exploitation of children online. She uses this experience to educate parents and children about 
internet safety and has reached over 30,000 in the greater Seattle area.  
This parents-only presentation is free to parents with students at any grade level.  
To request a translator or other accommodation, please contact president@lfppta.org. 
 
Movie Night 
Friday, Nov. 22 
Doors open at 6:00 pm (movie starts at 6:30 pm) 
Lake Forest Park Elementary School  
Gather the whole family, bring a blanket, and stretch out on the cafeteria floor with friends to watch 
Disney's live-action Aladdin. (This is not a drop-off event. All students must be accompanied by a 
parent/guardian.) 
Free popcorn for all. Pizza, drinks, and treats available for purchase. 
  
LFP Winterfest Bazaar 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 9:30 am-4:00 pm 
Lake Forest Park Elementary School 
Mark your calendars and plan to come join us for a family friendly day! Shop local crafters, artists, 
and vendors; play free carnival games; enjoy goodies from the hot chocolate bar and bake sale; and 
more! All proceeds support PTA programs. For more information contact Jennifer at 
leashesandtails@yahoo.com. 
 
Ridgecrest 
Look for information from Ridgecrest coming in the next month’s newsletter 
 


